L ike a litany of rejected characters from Dark Horse Comics, the list continues, seemingly ad infinitum. But these aren't stereotypes thrust upon librarians by Hollywood or the popular press, though they may be appropriate descriptions for some of our co-workers. These are but a few samples of library advocates and agitators of the "new media"-the blogosphere.
One of the earliest examples of Web 2.0 technology, blogs have experienced exponential growth since the term "weblog" was coined in 1997 to describe the reversechronologically-ordered, interactive, online "journals." 1 As with any new technology, reception-and utilization-by librarians has been less than uniform. For many librarians and libraries, however, blogs are an attractive entrée to the world of 2.0 librarianship: "Blogs are a simple and efficient way for librarians to stay informed and for libraries to disseminate information in a timely manner. The format's central benefits are ease of use and clear presentation of updated content. Many blogging tools are designed to make publishing easy, regardless of the user's technological skill level." (Emphasis added). 2 At the risk of being simplistic, there are two families of library blogs. There are those intended for other librarians/library staff, which perform the staying informed function (let's call them professional blogs). And then there are those intended for library patrons/the general public, which perform the disseminating information function (let's call these outreach blogs).
Before going further, an important addition should be made to this demarca-tion of blogging functionality. If we adhere too literally to the one-dimensional ideas that blogs only allow librarians to "stay informed" or allow libraries to "disseminate information," a crucial function of both professional and outreach blogs is lost: the encouragement of interactivity and dialogue. Blogs' true utility to libraries and librarians is found in the union of current content and communication-in the dialogue generated between fellow professionals and staffers, and the interaction fostered between library staff and patrons.
Professional Blogs
For a profession that has been, in general, notoriously slow to adopt new technologies (but we're getting better!), professional blogging is the ideal "gateway" technology: it offers low risks and high benefits. And it's free! Professional blogs are generally maintained by individual library professionals, library staff or others working in related areas (e.g., vendors or academics). Though some bloggers are pseudonymous, most make no secret of their identities or their agendas. Topics of blogs are as diverse as the librarians who write them; though it is little surprise that many blogs address technological issues.
The greatest benefit of professional blogs is that they lend needed immediacy to the sharing of ideas and knowledge in the library world. While traditional peer-review publications are valuable, they cannot approach the benefits of blogging:
• Instantaneous distribution of new ideas about technology, best practice, customer service, staffing, etc.-which enables quicker adoption of new/improved technologies or practices.
• The ability to comment on, discuss, and debate ideas (without clogging email inboxes with list-serv messages).
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• The linkage of library professionals from around the world who are writing about/working on similar issues-via blogrolls (lists of recommended blogs on a bloggers site) and trackbacks (a method of notifying a blogger when his/her work is mentioned on another blog, and a good way of keeping track of discussions that span more than one blog).
• The ability to monitor multiple information sources (blogs) at once using RSS feeds.
• The ability to publicize and respond quickly to pressing issues be they political, legislative, professional, etc.
Fittingly enough, Eric Schnell (Ohio State University) used his blog to express the role that blogs can play in professional development:
"While I respect the role that traditional publication plays in archiving our professional communications, I still can't help but to feel that they can no longer be the trusted source for the dialog and communication going on in our profession today. Libraries are largely dependent on and are competing with technologies that change every nine months. How are we supposed to progress as a profession in such a changing environment when it still takes a year and a half for an article to move from submission to publication?" (Emphasis added). 3
There is little doubt that professional blogs will continue to play an important role in the exchange of ideas and in the growth and development of library practice, services and technology. And while there are benefits to creating a blog with the entire library world as your audience, the same collaborative benefits can be seen with blogs created for internal library use.
For those who are interested in starting a professional blog, free blogging platforms like Blogger (www.blogger.com) and Wordpress (www.wordpress.com) make it simple to get started. 
Recommended Professional Blogs

Four Blogging Tips
While blogging is free, and easy, consider the following before falling headlong into online authorship:
• Innovation for the sake of innovation is, well, pointless. Don't blog without a purpose. You may feel swept up in the heady rush of "twopointopia" (a condition which compels otherwise rational people to implement Web 2.0 applications just because they're new and different), but it's important to consider why you are blogging and who you are blogging for.
• Know your (technical) limitations. For some public and school libraries, internet firewalls and filtering software may be set up to block blogs. If this is the case, you may find it hard to start even an inter-staff blog. Contact your system administrators beforehand to make sure it won't be a problem-and if it is, work with them to find a work-around.
• Be consistent. The very heartbeat of blogging is the promise of new material. Without constant attention and posting, a blog's audience will quickly wane-rendering your blog irrelevant.
• Be yourself. Whether you are writing a professional blog or an outreach blog, authenticity on your part will be respected (and expected) by your readers. 
O R E G O N L I B R A R Y A S S O C I A T I O N
Final Thoughts
If they did nothing else (and they do), blogs would be valuable for one simple reason: they allow librarians (and libraries) to shape their identities in the eyes of patrons. Visions of Katherine Hepburn and Shirley Jones-or even a "shush-action" Nancy Pearl-may be hard to shake, but blogs give librarians a new way to communicate their true value and expertise, along with the depth of library resources and the importance of library-related issues. The pages of comic books reflect the world around them. Over the past decade, costumed heroes have increasingly used online resources and sophisticated research skills nearly as much as muscles and utility belts to defeat injustice and tyranny. The Justice Society, the world's first superhero team, hired an archivist to manage their morethan-60-year history for them. With her vast information and communication network, Oracle may well be the most influential hero in the DC Universe. Who knows where the next costumed librarian may show up, fighting for truth, justice and a meaningful reference interview! By utilizing a platform that is only increasing in popularity and visibility, library staff can share ideas with each other, collaborate on innovative new services, and further convince patrons of what we already know-libraries (and librarians) are relevant, current, accurate and authoritative. And kind of cool, too. college students still think of librarians in such stereotypical ways? And, what does this mean for those students and adults who need assistance but won't ask because of this image? What does it mean for the future of libraries if their caretakers (librarians) are viewed as unapproachable?
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Will our children, and their children, see libraries as welcoming community spaces? We must keep trying to reach children and adults through our services and resources to create richer communities-and to create an image that outweighs the weightiest
